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the elementary and secondary students in Canada attend private schools. 
The 8-4 plan leading from grade 1 to university was for many years the basic plan for 

organizing the curriculum and schools other than those under the jurisdiction of the Catholic 
school boards of Quebec. This plan, although still followed in some school jurisdictions, has 
been modified from time to time in all provinces, cities or groups of schools. There are a num
ber of variants to be found in Canada at present: the addition of one or even two years of sec
ondary schooling; the introduction of junior high schools, changing the organization to a 6-3-3 
or 6-3-4 plan; or, the combining of the first six years of elementary school into two units, each 
designed to reach specified goals during the three-year period. In the recently established com
munity colleges, the last one or two years of high school and the first one or two years of 
college are offered. 

At the secondary level, three programs can generally be distinguished — the university 
entrance course, the general course for those wishing to complete an academic type of pro
gram before entering employment, and vocational courses for those wishing to enter skilled 
trades or pursue further training in the technological fields. However, in recent years changes 
in the curricula have allowed the student greater flexibility in program selection. 

Secondary schools were at one time predominantly academic and prepared their pupils for 
entry into university. Until recently, vocational schools were to be found only in the large 
cities, although schools in some of the smaller centres did provide a few commercial and tech
nical subjects as options in the academic curriculum. Today, in addition to the vocational 
schools and the regular secondary schools providing commercial courses, there are increasing 
numbers of composite and regional high schools offering regular academic subjects and voca
tional training in such courses as home economics, agriculture, shop-work and commercial 
subjects. Occupational or pre-employment classes, set up as part of the total program in regular 
vocational schools, require from one to three years or even four years for completion, and are 
terminal in nature. In addition to this type of course, some schools offer special, ungraded one-
or two-year vocational programs to students who have completed the final years of high 
school. Some secondary schools also provide occupational programs for students who have 
shown no particular aptitude for an academic education or for training in a particular trade. 
These students learn no specific trade until perhaps their third year of studies. By remaining in 
school longer, however, they adjust more easily to conditions in the work world. 

7.1.2.2 Special education 
There is increasing interest in the education of exceptional children. For gifted children, 

innovative, enriched and accelerated programs are being developed at both the elementary and 
secondary levels. New types of special classes are sometimes started by parents of children 
with a common disability, who band together to provide help and show the need for such ser
vice, which may then be taken over by public bodies. Progress in providing such education 
varies from province to province and is most commonly found in city school systems. There 
are six schools for the blind, 16 schools for the deaf, and a number of training schools for 
mental defectives. Special classes are conducted in tuberculosis sanatoria, mental hospitals and 
reformatories. 

7.1.2.3 Trade and technical education 
Increasing use of automated processes in business and industry is resulfing in a shrinking 

market for unskilled and semi-skilled workers. Early school dropouts are finding it more 
difficult to get suitable employment and many are trying to acquire in their adult years the 
general education or training in the skilled trades that they missed in their youth. Persons still 
in the regular school system are tending to remain longer and go farther in the system, partly 
because of the changing attitudes of society toward education and partly for economic reasons. 

To meet this growing demand for better educational facilities, educators are striving to 
provide comprehensive programs at all levels to satisfy the needs not only of the university-
bound but also of the great majority who require adequate preparation for early entry into the 
labour force. It is now accepted that vocational education for adults as well as for youths is a 
public responsibility that must be made available, as needed, throughout the person's working 
life. Education of this nature is of national concern and has a direct impact on material 
prosperity, the economy and the standard of living. 

The pattern of vocational education in Canada varies from province to province and there 
are variations within the provinces. However, there are three basic types of institutes offering 


